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INTRODUCTION TO THE EDITORIAL SERIES

The SANEM editorial seties, ‘Studies on the Ancient Near
East and the Mediterranean’, is the official channel for
the scientific monographic studies of CAMNES, Center
for Ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern Studies,
created with the support of the publishing house Arbor
Sapientiae of Rome.

Thelogo of the series, a chimera with wings, was chosen
as a symbolic embodiment of the close connections and
merging traits of Eastern and Western cultures. Indeed,
the iconography of the chimera was born within the
Classical ambit, but its roots ate to be found in the Near
East as the examples found in Ebla (18" century BCE)
and in Carchemish (11-9" century BCE) demonstrate.

Works of significant scientific value are published in the
SANEM series regarding the broad fields of archaeology,
anthropology, history, philology and art history of the
ancient past of the Near Eastern and Mediterranean
cultural areas. Particular attention is devoted to modern
methods of investigation for the reconstruction and
the interpretation of these cultures in a time span that
stretches from prehistory to the Classical period.

According to the principles of CAMNES, the SANEM
series is ideal not only for established scholars but also
for the publication of the works of young researchers at
the beginning of their academic careers and their research
projects.

Given the international context in which CAMNES
operates, the works of the series are predominantly
published in English, and subjected to double-blind peer
review by the SANEM Scientific Committee, created
specifically for the editorial series. In special cases
CAMNES may also rely on a peer review outside the
Scientific Committee.

All volumes in the series ate published following an
irregular chronological sequence and are issued in paper
and in digital editions.

INTRODUZIONE ALLA SERIE EDITORIALE

La serie editoriale SANEM, Studies on the Ancient Near
East and the Mediterranean, nasce come sede ufficiale delle
pubblicazioni scientifiche monografiche del CAMNES,
Center for Ancient Mediterranean and Near Eastern Studies, per
iniziativa del centro studi e grazie al supporto della casa
editrice Arbor Sapientiae di Roma.

Il logo della serie, una chimera alata, ¢ stato scelto
come incarnazione simbolica delle strette connessioni e
delle reciproche influenze tra le culture d’Oriente e quelle
d’Occidente. Infatti, Iiconografia della chimera nasce in
ambito Classico, ma le sue radici sono da ricercare nel
Vicino Oriente come dimostrano gli esempi ritrovati a Ebla
(XVIII secolo a.C.) e a Karkemish (XI-IX secolo a.C.).

Nei SANEM sono pubblicate opere di significativo
valore scientifico inerenti l'archeologia, I'antropologia,
la storia, la filologia e la storia dell’arte, con particolare
attenzione ai moderni metodi di indagine volti alla
ricostruzione e all'interpretazione dell’antico passato delle
grandi aree culturali del Vicino Oriente e del Mediterraneo,
in un arco cronologico che si estende dalla preistoria,
passando per la protostoria, fino al periodo classico.

Secondo 1 principi ispiratori del CAMNES, i SANEM
sono la sede editoriale ideale non solo per studiosi
affermati, ma anche per la pubblicazione del lavoro dei
giovani ricercatori all'inizio delle loro carriere accademiche
e det loro progetti di ricerca.

Dato il contesto internazionale nel quale opera
CAMNES, salvo eccezioni, le opere della serie sono
pubblicate in inglese, e sottoposte a double-blind peer
review (autore e revisote satanno anomini) dal Comitato
Scientifico del SANEM, creato appositamente per la serie
editoriale. In casi particolari CAMNES puo avvalersi anche
di un referaggio esterno al Comitato Scientifico.

Tutti i volumi della serie, che sono pubblicati senza
una cadenza cronologica regolare, hanno un’edizione
cartacea ¢ un’edizione digitale.

Guido Guardneci, Stefano VValentini
(Direzione CAMNES)
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FOREWORD

STEFANO VALENTINI - GUIDO GUARDUCCI

Since the first time I met them at Tell Mozan in
Syria, I think it was the Summer 1993, Marilyn
and Giorgio have been a constant presence
for me, not only in the field of archaeology,
but also, and perhaps above all, from a human
point of view. When I worked at Tell Barri
under the direction of Paolo Emilio Pecorella,
until 2005, we always met in Jezirah, every
summer, during the excavation campaigns.
It was precisely that year, on the tragic death
of my Professor, that my relationship with
Marilyn and Giorgio became elective. In those
dramatic days, I was able to appreciate their
affection, their great friendship, their human
depth. In the following years, despite the
physical distance and the vicissitudes of life,
which unfortunately brought us elsewhere from
Syria, I always felt them close to me. Whenever
I asked them for advice, an opinion, they have
always shown me their sincere closeness,
with those manners that are so courteous and
affable. Of Marilyn and Giorgio, I have always
appreciated their empathy and their intellectual
honesty, supported by an innate ability to
communicate, share and involve the scientific
community with the ultimate goal of giving life
to an archeology full of humanity: made up of
people and of faces, not only of pottery and of
dust. Thanks to them, I gained the awareness
that the archaeologist, wherever he is working,
must also fulfill his task as cultural mediator:
between the cultures of the past and those of
the present, and between our Western culture
and that of the countries that we host.

Long life to both!
Stefano
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It is for me a great honor to have curated
together with Stefano this volume dedicated
to Giorgio and Marilyn. I had the pleasure to
meet them during the tragic event that took
place at Tell Barri in 2005. Not only they
were the first to visit us after the loss of our
Miidir, Pami, they stood next to us, consoling
and cheering us up. Last but not least, we
receive a huge crate of ice-cold beer from
Tell Mozan. It may not appear as so, but that
was a very special gift coming after a month
of hard work and the loss of our professor,
besides the rarity of such a commodity! Trust
me when [ say that all of us who were there,
still remember that crate, almost as a symbol
of solidarity for our grief, and the words of
comfort expressed by Giorgio and Marilyn.
That same year we went to visit their site and
I was amazed by the welcoming atmosphere
of the Mission House and greatly fascinated
by the site of Urkesh that Giorgio, Federico
and Marilyn thoroughly illustrated us. Thank
you very much for your kind and fundamental
support during those days. Finally, I would
also like to deeply thank Giorgio for accepting
since the very first day, back in 2010, to
become a member of Scientific Committee of
the newborn Center for Ancient Mediterranean
and Near Eastern Studies, CAMNES, as well
as his and Marilyn’s constant support in the
following events that we organized. Thank
you Giorgio, thank you Marilyn, for your
remarkable academic and scientific effort and
for your precious friendship.

Con affetto e stima,
Guido
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Urkesh in North-Eastern Syria. They work closely together both in the field and on the publication reports from
their excavations, of which five volumes, plus audio-visual presentations, have appeared so far. They lead an
international staff comprising colleagues and students from the US, Europe, the Near East and Asia and have
given joint lectures on the excavations, and workshops on methods used, at major archaeological centers around
the world as well as holding positions as visiting professors in various European universities.

GI0RGIO BUCCELLATI

Giorgio Buccellati studied at the Catholic University (Milan, Italy), Fordam University and received his Ph.D.
from the Oriental Institute at the University of Chicago. He is Research Professor in the Cotsen Institute of
Archaeology at UCLA, and Professor Emeritus in the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures and
in the Department of History at UCLA. He founded the Institute of Archaeology at UCLA, of which he served as
first director from 1973 until 1983 and where he is now Director of the Mesopotamian Lab. He is currently the Co-
Director of the Urkesh/Mozan Archaeological Project as well as Director of IMAS — The International Institute
for Mesopotamian Area Studies and Director of AVASA — Associazione per la Valorizzazione dell’ Archeologia
e della Storia Antica.

His research interests include the ancient languages, the literature, the religion, the archaecology and the
history of Mesopotamia, as well as the theory of archaeology. His publications include site reports, text
editions, linguistic and literary studies as well as on archaeological theory, historical monographs and essays
on philosophy and spirituality. He has published a structural grammar of ancient Babylonian, two volumes on
Mesopotamian civilization (on religion and politics; two more are forthcoming on literature as well as on art and
architecture), a volume on archaeological theory dealing with the structural, digital and philosophical aspects
of the archaeological record. He has authored two major scholarly websites on the archaeology of Urkesh and
on archaeological theory. As a Guggenheim Fellow, he has traveled to Syria to study modern ethnography and
geography for a better understanding of the history of the ancient Amorites. In his field work, he has developed
new approaches to the preservation and presentation of archaeological sites and to community archaeology. He
has spearheaded the Urkesh Extended Project, responding to the crisis of the war in Syria by maintaining a very
active presence at the site.

MARILYN KELLY-BUCCELLATI

Professor Marilyn Kelly-Buccellati has been excavating and conducting research on the archaeology and art
history of the ancient Near East for over 50 years. Her Ph.D. from the Oriental Institute at the University of
Chicago was on the third millennium B.C. in the Caucasus. She taught archacology and art history in California
State University, Los Angeles and is now Visiting Professor at the Cotsen Institute of Archaeology, UCLA.

She is Director of the Urkesh/Mozan Archaeological Project, a site spanning the fourth to the second
millennia BC which has provided crucial to our understanding of the history, art and architecture of northern
Mesopotamia.

Her research interests include Syro-Mesopotamian seal iconography, ceramics, ancient identification
markers, pre-history in the southern Caucasus. She has published many site reports based on work in Terqa and
especially Mozan/Urkesh, and is currently finishing a digital volume on the excavated ceramics from Urkesh, to
be published within the Urkesh Global Record website. One of her important publications was on the function
of the necromantic pit excavated in Urkesh, unique in its monumentality and significance; her research on the
seal impressions of the AP Palace has brought to light the artistic value of these objects as well as the complex
royal court to which they give witness.

With the cessation of excavations in Syria due to the war she has returned to the Republic of Georgia to
work with the Italian team from the Ca’ Foscari University, Venice. This fieldwork activity lead her to curate an
exhibit entitled “Georgia Paese d’oro e di fede. Identita e alterita nella storia di un popolo” on the archaeological
and artistic heritage of the Republic of Georgia.
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RUWEIHA, A VILLAGE FROM NORTHERN SYRIA DURING BYZANTINE PERIOD:
STUDY OF PRESERVATION OF DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE

MAAMOUN ABDULKARIM - AFAF LAILA

University of Damascus

Abstract
The village of Ruweiha is one of the most important archaeological sites in northern Syria from the Roman and
Byzantine periods, which are listed on the World Heritage List since 2011. The archaeological buildings in this
site are in a good state of preservation. There are many distinctive residential buildings of large size, In addition
to two important churches, a press, and several important tombs. In this research we will describe the general
state of architectural preservation of residential buildings that were not previously studied, as well as the deco-
rative elements on its facades in order to reach a deeper common understanding of the nature of the houses in

this extraordinary site.

Ruweiha is situated on the north-eastern side of
Jebel az-Zawiya (az-Zawiya mountain) in northern
Syria, it is located on a high plateau overlooking the
neighboring agricultural plains. The village is one of
the largest villages in the limestone massif, and one
of the villages that has preserved its architectural
buildings until recent times, and listed on the World
Heritage List since 2011 (fig. 1).! The village consists
of a group of buildings, built entirely of limestone in
large blocks, mostly dating back to the early Byzantine
period. In the southern part of the village there is a
church from the fifth century AD, and on the eastern
side the tomb is in the shape of the Roman temple.
It dates back to the end of the 4th century AD,? and
at the end of the north-east is the church of Bissos,
built in the sixth century AD, it is one of the largest
churches in the limestone massif. On the outskirts of
this church is another temple-shaped tomb, believed
to date back to the fourth century AD, as well as
another domed tomb, and many of the magnificent
rural buildings can be seen.?

The houses of Ruweiha have a special states of
conservation, and large houses in comparison with the
houses of other villages in the south of the limestone
massif. where domestic buildings constitute the largest
number in place. This village, like other villages in
the region, was hit by earthquakes, which led to the

! This research is part of book project about the preservation of
cultural heritage in northern Syria (The Distribution of Land in
the Limestone Massif of Northern Syria. New data for the protec-
tion and preservation of Syrian cultural heritage) under prepara-
tion with the support of Gerda Henkel Foundation in Germany.

2 About studying the Tombs in this region: Griesheimer 1997,
165-211.

3 About studying the churches in this site: De Vougiie 1865-187;
Butler 1899-1900; Mattern 1933; Tchalenk 1958; Naccache 1992.

migration of the population®. The most attractive are
the huge facades that resisted the destructive time
factors, which still rise a few meters in some of them
and are often built on two levels, of large limestone
blocks that were extracted from quarries such as those
at the entrance to the village of Ruweiha (figs. 2, 3).
It seems that the village at the end of the fifth
century and during the sixth century AD, was settled
by large landowners who built the big houses with
high walls. We can see traces of the Roman era,
especially in the western side of the village and in
the middle. The best example is the house 13 of the
pre-Christian period, which was built of a different
technique from other buildings dating back to the
Byzantine era, but archaeological excavations must
be conducted to find out more precisely the nature of
these Roman-era monuments. However, the Roman
ruins of this site are more evident than other sites,
such as Sergilla or al-Bara. Therefore, there are many
hypotheses about this site as to how this village
developed, as well as the nature of the settlement
during the Roman period, and during the transition to
the Byzantine period, for all this, it needs to conduct
archaeological excavations organized on this site.
Previous studies have been carried out by H. C.
Butler and G. Tchalenko have pointed to the existence
of the beginnings of urban organization such as the
existence of markets in some villages of the limestone
massif, as Dahes in Jebal Barisha and Ruweiha in
Jebal az-Zawiya. This is evidenced by the presence
of an important building in the village of Ruweiha,
consisting of two- storey porticos. It has a rectangular
outline, which is a central square surrounded by

4 Abdulkarim ez al. 2002/3, 359-379.
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these porticos from the four sides.’> Later George Tate
presented another hypothesis about the function of
this building, which was assumed to be residential
in the light of the excavations conducted in Dahes,
which showed that the agora that G. Tchalenko
assumed was only a domestic building. The research
and excavation work in the villages of northern Syria
continued between 2009 and 2010 at the site of the
Ruweiha directed by Maamoun Abdulkarim from
the Syrian side and G. Charpantier from the French
side in building 22 in order to confirm the validity of
the hypotheses presented previously, therefore large
parts of the building and around the place occupancy
was confirmed during the Byzantine period until
the Islamic eras.® The excavation work stopped at
the start of the crisis in Syria in 2011, but the initial
results during two seasons in this building have
given us a lot of concepts related to the emergence
and development of this building. The preliminary
evidence indicates that this building consists of two
sections dedicated to housing and commerce, but we
need to work in the future to complete the work in all
parts of the building to clarify the image accurately
and to arrive at a coherent hypothesis about the
nature of this building.

The state of architectural conservation of houses
in the village of Ruweiha has not been studied
previously, and studies on the hypotheses about
some buildings were limited only by G. Tchalenko
and George Tate.” The general state of conservation
of domestic buildings was discussed in Afaf Laila’s
study on the decoration of the lintels in domestic
buildings but focused on studying the decorations in
its facades. In this research, we describe the state of the
architectural preservation based on the data available
to us during the surveys we conducted in the years
2009-2010, in addition to the general topographical
plan of the village, which was prepared by the Syrian-
French archaeological mission. This study helps us to
give a preliminary image of the state of preservation
of domestic buildings.®

The village is rich in domestic buildings, more
than 100 houses, where it is Scattered over large areas,
but there are about 26 different houses in conservation
state between medium, good and excellent. According
to the old architectural buildings, it is noticeable that
the village consist of two groups. The first group is
composed of the majority of the domestic buildings
with the southern church in the southern and
southwestern parts of the village. The other group
consists of houses nos. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, with the church of

> Butler 1899/1900; Tchalenko 1953; Tate 1992.

¢ Abdulkarim 2012, 195-212; Abdulkarim 2013, 271-284.
"Tchalenko 1953; Tate 1992.

8Laila 2014.

Bissos and some tombs built at a distance from the first
assembly, on the north and north-east of the village.

The houses were generally built of one row of
well-trimmed stone, but in different sizes, and at
the level of two floors in the majority of them. As
mentioned above, they are generally larger compared
with those in neighboring villages. The designs of
the Ruweiha houses differ in size and shapes (square
or rectangular) and fall within the regular groups of
houses planned in general.

According to the village plan established by the
Syrian-French archaeological mission, in addition to
the existing walls in place or on building foundations,
the houses in their present state consist of rooms built
either on one axis (Houses nos. 32, 30, 13, etc.), or
on two axis (Houses nos. 25, 28, 4, 6, etc.), or on
three sides (a few cases, such as Houses nos. 1, 17,
58) (figs. 4, 5). All the rooms of the houses have the
porticos consisted of the columns with capitals of
various types, overlooking the courtyard where the
latter has been surrounded by high walls connected
to the rooms, and the double entrances are open in it.

It was assumed that the ground floors were
devoted to economic activities, the accommodation
of livestock and the upper floors of living and daily
activities. However, we believe that the rooms on the
ground floor, depending on their decorations, and
easy access to what families need, were also used for
the living and daily life.

The following pages contain descriptions of the
conservation states of 23 houses, besides numerous
lintels, niches, and architectural pieces still in place.

- House no. I: This house is situated on the eastern
side of the village to the south of the church of Bezos,
extends over an area of 1318 m?, compared to the rest
of the houses in the village. It consists of a rectangular
plan. The upper floor collapsed completely. The
plan shows two opposing sections on two sides of
more than six rooms on the ground floor, four in the
northern side and two in the western side with the
entrance between it, and a long row of walls extend
in the southern side, preserved to a low height, where
some foundations of rooms were found.

We can notice the residence portion in the northern
side of the house consists of four rooms built on one
axis. The facade of its ground floor is preserved to
a height of about 6 m above the soil, i.e. three rows
of blocks above the lintels of doorways, and have
mouldings carved on the lintels above the four doors,
one of them surrounded by a framed mouldings in
three sides and seems to be decorated with plants but
they were almost completely disappeared.

The other three lintels are carved with mouldings,
one of them has central medallion (cross was carved with
the alpha and omega) and dentil, while the decorations
disappeared in the medallions of the other lintel.
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The third lintel was decorated with mouldings only.
The rest of the house is in poor state of preservation.
There are only parts of the foundations of different
heights, and the house is currently used as a store
for agricultural crops, where the people blocked the
openings of some doors and windows with stones.

- House no. 2: It is located just a few meters south
of the church of Bessos, this house is rectangular in
shape (845 m?). It has greatly collapsed, especially
the rooms of the southern section, which remained
only some of foundations that show their divisions
of two rooms according of the mission plan, but the
facade of the northern portion of the house is better
in state, it still up to a height of 3 m or less in some
parts, i.e. one row of blocks above the lintel in the
interior facade of the house. It consists of two rooms,
and one other side room on the ground floor. The
upper parts of which were destroyed, but the residents
recently built rows of small stones for use as stores
for agricultural crops and they blocked the openings
of doorways and windows with stones or boards.
Lintels are still in situ, on the windows and
doorways. The decorations carved on the door
lintels (three lintels) with resemble decorations in
two of them, the third one is broken. The dentils
and medallions (one in the center and two sides) are
carved on both. The niches are carved also on one side
of each door. The house is currently used as a store.
The colonnades that are supposed to be in this house
and the house mentioned above have disappeared.

- House no. 3: This house is located south-west of the
House no. 1, a rectangular shape of 934 m?, it was
composed of two floors, but most of the upper floor
was collapsed. The rooms were built in the northern
part of it, four rooms with five doorways on the
ground floor, some parts of the outer walls are still in
situ up to the level of the roof of the upper floor, about
10 m above the soil. The windows and the narrow
loop-hole windows are opened in the outer walls. The
double arched entrance in the eastern side of the court
is in a state of complete preservation. The mouldings
extend along the arch to the ends of the two sides.
The entrance is decorated with frame mouldings
surrounded it by three sides, and a lintel carved by a
frieze of simple plant motifs of an abstract acanthus,
and another frieze of interlaces (entrelacs) bordered it
from the bottom.

As for the state of preservation of the facade
inside the house, it rises up to the height of a row
of blocks above the lintels of doorways and windows
on the ground floor, i.e. a height of 3 m and more
in some parts. the outer walls of the rooms have
windows overlooking the outside. The colonnade was
collapsed, but we can see some columns lie on the
floor of the courtyard.

- House no. 4: 1t is located next to the House no. 3
on the east side, almost square in shape (787 m?). It
consisted of two floors, but only the rooms on the
ground floor remained. This house has a main entrance
with two floors, to a height of 5 m. The ground floor is
in a good state of preservation. It opens in the western
side of the house overlooking the street, preceded
by a hall with an arch carved in mouldings, which is
ended on both sides with a moulding in relief.

The residence portions exist in both northern and
eastern sides, and the external walls of the house are
still in situ but in a different states of preservation. The
outer wall of the western part are still well preserved,
the maximum height up to 12 m, but less in parts of
it. The wall of the rooms adjacent to the entrance on
the same side is in good state of conservation up to a
height of 8 m, and less or more in some parts (fig. 6).

As well as the walls of the northern, eastern and
western sides are rise up at uneven heights, between
11 - 5 m and much less in some parts. It is notable
that the corners of the house are still in situ up to the
height of the roof

As for interior facades, especially the facades of
the rooms on both the northern and eastern sides, the
height of the walls does not exceed the roof level of
the ground floor, about 3.50 m and much less in some
parts, where the residents built recently the sections,
at the top of the doors with small stones. The house
was apparently used for various functions. The house
consists of seven rooms, have seven lintels that are
still in place, four of which are carved with ornaments,
while the other four are not decorated.

The lintel of the entrance is decorated with a
flat moulding ornamented with a frieze of furrows
engraved around it, and it seems that it contained
decorations that disappeared. At the bottom of the
lintel the frame surround the door opening. In the
eastern part of the house there is a lintel carved with
interlaces, and they contain flowers or hollow rings,
and the pearls are decorated with this frieze.

Another lintel of window is located in the western
part of the house, in the back wall of the room. The
window opening Surrounded by frames from three
sides with mouldings and is topped by a prominent
flat moulding with three medallions (the central
medallion of the cross and two medallions of six
petals). And the palm leafs inscriptions separate them.

In the back wall of the room there is a lintel of
window, located in the western section of the house on
the top floor, it is carved with vase where the branches
of vine extends from it, interspersed with grapes and
grape leaves. Finally, other decorations are carved
at the top of the walls of the main entrance hall,
located in the western part of the house, consisting of
interlaces decorated with different flowers, alternating
with crosses, they are similar in decorations to one of
the room lintels.
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- House no. 5: 1t is located south of the House no. 4,
the plan is almost square (1062 m?), but the western
section is built on a slant axis corresponds to the path
of the old street. The house consists of two floors and
six ground floor rooms, two on the western section
and four on the northern section. The western section
facade as well as large parts of the northern section
facade are still in good preservation. The western
section of the house has a main entrance that is still
in good state of conservation up to the height of the
roof of the upper floor, more than 9.50 m, which is
the type of double entrances of two floors, such as
the entrance of the House 4. Its arch is carved with
decorative mouldings. Recently It was completely
closed with stones.

As for the interior facade of the northern section,
the western side is still standing up to the roof
level (9.50 m), while the eastern side is collapsing,
remaining only two or three rows of blocks above the
ground floor doorways (about 4 m). The elements of
the fagade are still in good condition, such as doors,
windows and niches, as well as the lintels above
the doors. The window lintels don’t have the same
importance as the door lintels because they remained
without decorations.

As for the carved ornamental lintels at the doors
only, as we have mentioned, there are eight lintels
carved with mouldings and some of them are carved
by medallions and dentils. It is clear that the house
is used by the people in recent times or earlier times,
especially the stone part added to the western wall of
the house built of smaller stones to the level of the
ground floor only.

A large part of the colonnade in this house is
characterized by an excellent state of conservation
consisting of seven columns with Ionian and Tuscan
capitals. The architrave also shows clearly the
effects of the old wooden rafters used in roofing the
colonnade (fig. 7).

- House no. 6: This house is located in the southern
side of the village, east of House no. 7, its outline is
square, and of large size, divided into two sections:
section 6a and 6b (1300 m?). Only the facades of
section 6b is remained, and just the foundations of
section 6a. The entrance has an arch decorated with
small arcs that extend as a frieze around it, where it
is ended by a crown-like molding, and vertical lines
were engraved at the bottom as a columns. This
section consists of two northern and southern sections,
each one has 3 rooms on ground floor, consisting of
two-story rooms. As for the northern section, only
the rooms on the ground floor are in good conditions
while the facade of the upper rooms has collapsed
and a large part of the back walls remained up to the
height of the second floor about 10 m above the soil.
The height of the fagcade of the rooms is one row of

blocks above the ground floor lintels, approximately
4 m, but there are also some blocks from the upper
rows up to height of 7 m above it. There is a recent
use of some rooms for storage.

Regarding the southern section, most of the back
walls of the three ground floor rooms are in good
condition of preservation as well as their fagade. In
addition to the walls of a room on the upper floor, rise
up to the roof level, so the entire height of the facade
of two floors becomes 10 m (fig. 8).

With regard to lintels, whether on doors or
windows, some of them have not been engraved with
any decorations, but the other lintels (9 lintels) are
mostly decorated with only mouldings, beside the
medallions, dentils and dovetail, in some of them (7
lintels). The friezes were engraved too in 2 lintels,
one in the main entrance, where its decorations
represents the acanthus leaves above the framed
mouldings extended around the door opening, and
another lintel carved with a frieze consist of grape
vine above the door in one of the rooms. The central
and side medallions were carved in a large number of
lintels. The central medallions were distorted, except
one lintel engraved with inscriptions of a cross, alpha
A and omega w, tugra, leaves. And a dovetails carved
on both sides of the eaves.

- House no. 7: it is a small house compared to other
houses of the village (576 m?), its plan is square,
and the residence portion is in the northern side of
the house, composed of two floors, only the rooms
on the ground floor (4 rooms) are in good state of
preservation. The western side walls are standing
up to the roof level, more than 13 m above the soil,
and continues to the north side with a large part, but
the rest is collapsing. As the facade of the rooms it
is in situ at uneven heights between 7 and 3.5 m, it
is preceded by a portico of three columns with three
Tuscan capitals carrying an architrave with beveled
mouldings (fig. 9).

The house has an arched entrance, carved with
mouldings, that seems to be similar to that found in the
village (the double entrances), but it was recently filled
with stones and changed its shape from the inside.

This house is unique in its decoration, which is
in the form of frieze that runs horizontally connected
to the lintels of doorways and windows, while in
the other houses are located exclusively on doors or
windows. These decorations consist of mouldings
ornamented of friezes (furrows and interlaces,
dentils), and flowers, as well as medallions containing
crosses on the lintels. This house is also characterized
by a lintel beneath the wall of the recent built part
has been reused, contains animal inscriptions of the
peacock on both sides of the Central medallion of
the Cross. This is rare in the south of the limestone
mass, where no animal inscriptions were found on the
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lintels except one in another house in the village of
Jerada, near the village of Ruwaiha.

The southern section of the house is almost entirely
recently constructed, except for the outer walls that
extend across all three other sides of the house. They
vary in height, from seven rows of blocks up to the
roof level, (at least 5 m and more), but the north-
eastern corner was completely collapsed.

- House no. 13: The house is located in the southeast
of the village. It is one of the smallest houses. It has
only the facade of two rooms on the ground floor
overlooking the east side. It rises up just to the level
of the doorway lintels, about 2.50 m. The house
has a distinct privacy with regard to the of the two
lintels size (more large in width) on the one hand, and
the decorations on the other hand. the decorations
engraved on one of its lintels. The acanthus leaves are
carved in relief and extend downward on one side.
The lintel also contains decorations that are not clear,
perhaps pagan, but they do not belong to the types of
decorations in the village.

- House no. 17: Located to the east of House no. 23,
opposite of House no. 18 on the north side, extends
over the space of 645 m?, it is not well preserved as
some of the other houses, but its colonnade is all intact,
in a unique state of conservation, extend in the north
and west of the house, the capitals of the columns are
carved by ordinary patterns with the Ionian and Tuscan
types. Besides the colonnade, a few foundations with
the lintels on the jambs still in situ.

- House no. 18: Between the Houses 10 and 22, only
its fine arched entrance still in place, distinguished
by its decorations. The main entrance is framed in
mouldings surrounding it on three sides, its lintel
carved with acanthus leaves and dentils, besides the
geometric friezes and a central medallion of cross
ornamented with a wreath of leaves in high relief. As
for the arch, it is carved by geometric friezes of small
semi-circular arches, and circles, and a remarkable
medallion in the center (fig. 10).

- House no. 19: 1t is situated in the north of the House
18, over an area of 588 m? a large part of it has
collapsed, except the western section, it still in good
state of preservation, with a colonnade in front of it.
It consists of two rooms on each floor, its fagcade is
standing up to the lintel level of the upper floor, about
7.50 m. As for the lintels, they are free of decorations,
except one lintel in the ground floor, consisting of
mouldings, with a medallion on either side, one of
which is a whirlwind medallion and the other one is a
flower of hexagonal petals (fig. 11).

Three columns are in place in front of the rooms,
two of which are circular, the third is ribbed, this form

of columns is rare in the village. The colonnade with
different capitals, one of which is the Tuscan form
and the other with the capital with Console, and last
one is beveled pillars.

- House no. 25: 1t is located north of Houses nos. 19
and 20, connected to House no. 26, with a rectangular
plan extends over the space of 815 m?. It consists of
two sections, one in the north and the other in the
south. This house is one of the best houses with good
conservation in most of it. In the southern section
exist the double entrance in the middle, flanked by
two rooms in each side, where other rooms were built
on the upper floor, one above the entrance and another
beside it without fagade. Its outer walls rise up to the
level of the roof above the windows on the upper
floor, more than 10 m, unlike the internal facade, it
rise up to a height of 5.50 m at least, up to about 10 m
in some parts (fig. 12).

The decoration of the entrance consists of acanthus
inscription above the frames surrounding the door
decorated with mouldings and geometric frieze of the
semicircular circles. As usual, preceded by a decorated
arch of mouldings, flowers and a geometric frieze of
small semicircular arcs, ended with a crown that was
carved by the wall, and vertical lines extending below
it, look like columns bearing it.

The windows of the upper-floor rooms rise
above the arch of five rows of blocks decorated with
mouldings surrounded by frames, as well as geometric
friezes and interlaces, overlooking the outside of the
house. It is unlike the windows of the upper rooms
in the opposite northern block, which are also open
outward, where they look like loop-hole windows
that are not decorated.

The room lintels of this section in the ground floor
are free of decoration except one, it seems to have
been carved with mouldings but has been severely
distorted. And the colonnade was collapsed except
one column of the Tuscan type, decorated with
crosses and dentils, and it will be noticed that some
capitals of the Corinthian and Tuscan types on the
ground floor of the house.

As for the northern section it consists of three
rooms on the ground floor, but the facades of the
upper rooms all but one were collapsed, its western
side rises up to a height of about 8 m, but the eastern
side is less than 5 m.

The colonnade of this section was almost
completely destroyed and only three columns
remained, one Ionic and two of the Tuscan form.

The lintels of the four rooms (three on the ground
floor and one at the upper floor) were decorated with
mouldings, one of them was carved with a central
medallion contain a cross and an inscription of alpha
and Omega, flanked by cartouche on both sides,
where inscriptions were carved into it.
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- House no. 28: it situated Southwest of Houses nos.
25 and 26, with a large rectangular plan of 767 m?,
consisted of two floors, and two sections as well as
many houses in Ruweiha, but the northern section is
more ruined than the southern one to a large extent,
remained only foundations, and the facade of one
room, at the height of about 3.5 m. The room lintel
has decorated with mouldings and side medallions on
either side, one for a cross and the other for a special
flower, advanced by two columns in place carrying
Ionic capitals with a section of architrave and at the
end of the same axis there are only two columns
without their capitals.

The southern section is in the case of better
architectural preservation. The walls of the three
ground floor rooms (fagades and back walls) are still
up to the level of the room lintels or more, about 4
m, where the mouldings are carved on lintels, and on
one lintel we can see a central medallion is engraved
with a cross inscription, flanked by two medallion,
of the whirlwind and flower. The entrance of the
house is framed with mouldings and topped with
a lintel carved with a frieze for medals of flowers,
whirlwind, geometric shapes, and the cross in the
center decorated by acanthus on both sides.

- House no. 30: This house is located to the east of
the South Church. It is a small house consisting of
only two rooms on the ground floor to the north of it.
The facade is still in good preservation, up to three
rows of blocks above the room lintels, less than 5 m,
and a part of the portico still in situ, it consists of two
columns with Tuscan capitals, carrying a section of
architrave with beveled moulding (fig. 13).

- House no. 32: This house is located at the extreme
south of the village of Ruweiha with other Houses nos.
33 and 34. It is a small house of 421 m?, connected to
the House no. 33, on the south side. Its main entrance
opens on the west side.

This house has three rooms on the ground floor in
the northern part of the house. Only the walls of the
fagade are remained until now and parts of the back
walls. The fagade is in its eastern side up to the height
of 5 m and more, but less than 3 m in the western side.

The niches was engraved in this fagade, besides
two lintels that are still in place above the doorways,
carved by moulding. one lintel has an incised frieze
appeared to be floral, and a circular side medallion of
cross. The mouldings were carved in the other lintel
as well as medallions, one of them for a whirlwind
and the other for a flower in two squares. Among the
ruins of 